
 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL AND REGULATION COMMITTEE
11 July 2018

A report by the Executive Director - Economy and Infrastructure
_____________________________________________________________________

Application Reference No. 4/18/9007

Application Type: Full Planning Permission

Proposal: Provision of two no temporary classrooms for decanting of the school whilst 
                repair works are carried out to the school building for a maximum period of six
                months

Location: Bransty School, Haig Avenue, Whitehaven, CA28 6EG

Applicant: Cumbria County Council

Date Valid: 31 May 2018

Reason for Committee Level Decision: Application made by Corporate Director of 
Economy and Highways

_____________________________________________________________________

1.0 RECOMMENDATION

1.1 That planning permission be Granted subject to conditions set out in Appendix 1 
to this report.

2.0 THE PROPOSAL

2.1 Planning permission is sought for the siting of a temporary classroom measuring 
17m x 10m x 3m.  The building is a modular building which would be ‘Plastisol’ 
coated steel cladding mushroom coloured, as will the doors and windows will be 
white uPVC.  The roof will be a performed plastic coated steel deck.

2.2 The temporary classroom is required while the school is rewired and old unsafe 
lath and plaster ceilings are being removed.  The scope of the works prevent the 
work being confined to the school summer holiday period.  The works will be 
started during the summer holidays it is anticipated they will over-run into the 
autumn term and some decanting of classes into the temporary accommodation 
will be required.

3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

3.1 Bransty Primary School is a Community School located on the Bransty Estate 
1.3km north of Whitehaven town centre.  The school has 205 pupils registered 
and 32 pupils in the nursery school, there would be no increase in pupils.  The 
school is accessed from Haigh Avenue. 

4.0 SITE PLANNING HISTORY

4.1 The planning history: planning permission 4/95/9027 extension to create new 
classroom and alterations to form nursery – approved 7 February 1996 and 
planning permission 4/91/0097 temporary portacabin for teaching purposes – 
approved 27 March 1991.



 

5.0 CONSULTATIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS

5.1 Copeland Planning Department: No comments received at the time of writing this 
report.

5.2 CCC Highway Authority: No objection.

5.3 CCC Lead Local Flood Authority: No objection.

5.4 No representations have been received.

6.0 PLANNING POLICY

6.1 Section 38(6) of the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 provides that 
planning applications must be determined in accordance with the development 
plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. Government policy is a 
material consideration that must be given appropriate weight in the decision 
making process.

6.2 Copeland Local Plan 2013-2029 - Core Strategy and Development Management 
Policies DPD (CLP-CS&DMP) - adopted 5 December 2013.

- Policy ENV5 Protecting and Enhancing the Borough’s 
Landscapes

6.3 The National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF], which was published on 27   
March 2012, and the national online Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) suite, 
which was launched in March 2014, are material considerations in the 
determination of planning applications. The following sections and paragraphs of 
the NPPF and/or PPG are considered to be relevant to the determination of this 
application:

Paragraphs 6-10 - Achieving sustainable development
Paragraphs 11-14 - The presumption in favour of sustainable development

     
7.0 PLANNING ASSESSMENT

7.1 The key planning issues relevant to the proposed development are considered to 
be: siting of the proposed portable building, timescale for the siting of the 
temporary building and other considerations with regards to traffic and noise.

Is the proposed location of the temporary portable building cause any 
detrimental harm to the amenities of local residents?

7.2 Bransty School is a large site within the school building located in the centre of 
the school site with hard and grassed surface play areas located around the 
school.  The siting of the temporary classroom is proposed on a hard surfaced 
area to the south of the school.

7.3 The proposed single storey classroom would be located approximately 8m from 
the nearest residential property 11 The Close.  The School is sited at a higher 
level than the properties on The Close.  However, because there is an existing 
paladin fence between the school and The Close I am satisfied that there would 
be no overlooking or overshadowing of these properties.

7.4 The portable building is screened from South View Road due to existing 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/part/3/crossheading/development-plan
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
http://www.copeland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/copeland_local_plan_2013_2028.pdf
http://www.copeland.gov.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/copeland_local_plan_2013_2028.pdf


 

landscape belt established within the school grounds, however the classroom 
would be visible from Haig Avenue and Mona Road, and the views of the 
portable classroom would be distant views with the main school building being 
the prominent dominant building.  The portable building would be visible from the 
rear gardens of the occupiers on The Close.  However, these views would only 
be for a temporary time period for a maximum of 6 months.

7.5 The siting of the temporary classroom is considered to be the most appropriate 
location due to the proximity to existing school entry/exit points.  The temporary 
classroom would not be connected to mains water or drainage system, the 
existing facilities within the school would be used during occupation of the 
temporary building. 

Is the design of the building acceptable to the area?

7.6 The design of the portable building is typical of other portable buildings within the 
county and is considered to be acceptable to the surrounding area for a 
temporary period of time a maximum of six months. 

7.7 Copeland Local Plan Policy ENV5 requires the Borough’s landscapes to be 
protected and enhanced and not detract from the distinctive character of the 
area.  Bransty is a residential area constructed in the 1940’s/50s the house types 
are standard on the Bransty estate.  I therefore considered that the siting and 
design of the portable building would not detract from the character and 
appearance of the surrounding area.

Is the temporary construction compound in an acceptable location?

7.8 A temporary construction compound is required for the storage of materials and 
equipment during refurbishment works.  The compound is proposed on hard 
surfaced play area adjacent to the side boundary of 10 The Close.   There is a 
paladin fence separating the school and compound.

7.9 I am satisfied that the compound will not adversely affect the amenities  residents 
as these would only operate during school hours and for a temporary timescale 
of up to a maximum of 6 months.

Other Material Considerations

7.10 Traffic and Transport: The main impact on traffic and transport would be during 
the delivery of the temporary portable building.   The building would be 
transported on the strategic highway network of the A595(T), onto Bransty road 
and Mona Road, there would be some minor disturbance on Bransty Road and 
Mona Road during delivery of the portable building.  CCC Highways have raised 
no objection to the proposed temporary siting of the portable building as this 
would not generate any additional vehicle movements once in place.

7.11 Noise: There may be a temporary noise impact to the occupiers of 10 The Close 
and Easterly, South View Road.  The temporary noise impacts would only be an 
issue when the portable classroom is occupied.  However there are existing 
noise impacts which take place when pupils are having lessons on the hard and 
grassed surfaced external areas.  Being in a portable building these noise 
impacts would be reduced compared to external noise. The temporary classroom 
would only be occupied during school hours of 08:45 to 15:15.



 

7.12 Flood Risk and Surface Water Flooding:  The location of the portable building 
and construction compound are located in Flood Zone 1.  Due to the small scale 
nature of the development this does not warrant a flood risk assessment to be 
undertaken.  The central courtyard of the existing school is susceptible to surface 
water flooding.  The location of the temporary building and construction 
compound are not affected by surface water flooding.

7.13 I have considered the impacts on traffic, transportation, noise, flood risk and 
surface water and consider the impacts would not have any detrimental impact 
on the amenities of local residents or the wider environment.  

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 In summary, it is I am satisfied that the proposed development is in accordance 
with the development plan, there are no material considerations that indicate the 
decision should be made otherwise and with the planning conditions proposed, 
any potential harm would reasonably by mitigated.  Furthermore, any potential 
harm to interests of acknowledged importance is likely to be negligible and would 
be outweighed by the benefits of the development. It is therefore recommended 
that this application be granted subject to conditions.

Human Rights

8.2 The proposal will have a limited impact on the visual, residential and 
environmental amenity of the area.  Any impacts on the rights of local property 
owners to a private and family life and peaceful enjoyment of their possessions 
(Article 8 and Article 1 of Protocol 1 of the Human Rights Act 1998) are minimal 
and proportionate to the wider social and economic interests of the community.

8.3 The Human Rights Act 1998 requires the County Council to take into 
consideration the rights of the public under the European Convention on Human 
Rights.  Article 8 of the Convention provides that everyone has the right to 
respect for his private life and home save for interference which is in accordance 
with the law and necessary in a democratic society in the interests of, amongst 
other things, public safety, the economic wellbeing of the country or the 
protection of the rights and freedoms of others.  Article 1 of Protocol 1 provides 
that an individual’s peaceful enjoyment of his property shall not be interfered with 
save as necessary in the public interest and subject to conditions provided for by 
law. For any interference with these rights to be justified the interference needs 
to be proportionate to the aims that are sought to be realised. The County 
Council has a duty to consider the policies of the development plan and to 
protect the amenities of residents as set out in those policies. 

Dominic Donnini
Executive Director - Economy and Infrastructure

Contact: Mrs Jayne Petersen

Electoral Division Identification: Bransty



 

Appendix 1
Ref No. 4/18/9007

Development Control and Regulation Committee – 11 July 2018

Appendix 1 - PROPOSED PLANNING CONDITIONS

Time Limit for Implementation of Permission
1. The building hereby permitted shall be for a temporary period expiring on

11 December 2018 by which time the use of the building shall have ceased and 
within a further period of 3 months the building shall have been removed from 
the site and the playground restored to its original condition.

Reason: To comply with Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as 
amended by Section 51 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
2004.

Approved Scheme

2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out, except where modified 
by the conditions to this permission, in accordance with the following: 

a. The submitted Application Form – dated 24 May 2018
b. Design and Access Statement – dated May 2018
c. Plans numbered and named:

i) Location plan
ii) HD/9254/01 – Plan and elevations

d. The details or schemes approved in accordance with the conditions 
attached to this permission. 

Reason: To ensure the development is carried out to an approved appropriate 
standard and to avoid confusion as to what comprises the approved 
scheme.



 

Appendix 2
Ref No. 4/18/9007

Development Control and Regulation Committee – 11 July 2018

Appendix 2 - PLAN OF SITE LOCATION/EXTENT


